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From Sunrise to Snowcat: Schweitzer Adds New Summit Dining and Youth Programs for Winter
The 25/26 winter season brings new dining, expanded camps, and added value through Kids Ski Free Week and Alaska Airlines partnerships
Sandpoint, Idaho – Schweitzer, Idaho’s largest mountain resort and an Ikon Pass destination, is preparing for the 2025/26 winter season with a tentative opening date of Nov. 21, conditions-permitting. Guests can look forward to new experiences, expanded instructional programs, and unique dining events atop the mountain. These enhancements build on more than $75 million invested at Schweitzer over the last five years, including the 31-room Humbird boutique hotel, Cambium Spa, a new high-speed lift, and Schweitzer Backcountry Adventures, offering guided snowmobiling and cat-skiing access to over 4,000 additional acres of terrain.
“Each winter brings new opportunities for our guests to experience Schweitzer in fresh ways,” said Tom Chasse, president and chief operating officer of Schweitzer. “From unique dining at the summit to expanded youth programs, these additions complement the significant investments we’ve made in recent years and underscore our commitment to delivering an exceptional mountain experience.”
Summit Sunrise Breakfast at Sky House
Beginning in January 2026, Schweitzer will launch Summit Sunrise Breakfast at Sky House on select Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Guests will load lifts early for access to Sky House, located at Schweitzer’s summit with sweeping views of Lake Pend Oreille and across Idaho, Washington, Montana, and Canada. After enjoying a themed pre-fixe breakfast, with the option to add a mimosa bar, participants will be among the first to ski or ride down as lifts open to the public.

Sky House Snowcat Dinners Return
Also returning in 2026 are Sky House Snowcat Dinners, memorable full-moon evenings featuring a champagne reception at the Clock Tower in Schweitzer’s Village, followed by a chairlift ride to the summit, and a multi-course dinner paired with wine. Guests then descend the mountain by snowcat under the night sky.

Family & Travel Promotions
Families will once again enjoy Kids Ski Free Week, Dec. 6–12, 2025, when children 17 and under can ski or ride at no cost with preregistration online. Schweitzer has also renewed its Fly Alaska, Ski Free partnership. Guests arriving on Alaska Airlines into Spokane can show their same-day boarding pass for a complimentary lift ticket valid on their arrival day. Alaska Airlines offers non-stop service to Spokane from six markets including Boise, Los Angeles, Portland, San Francisco, Seattle and–new this season–San Diego. 






Expanded Ski & Ride School
Schweitzer is also expanding its Ski & Ride School offerings this winter making it easier for families to enjoy the mountain. New full-day group lessons for kids ages 6–12 begin Nov. 29 and include lunch, snacks, and lift access. The resort is also launching Freestyle Camp, a multi-week program running Jan. 3–Mar. 22, 2026, focused on teaching kids freestyle and freeride skills in terrain parks and natural terrain with an emphasis on safety and confidence building. In addition, Mountain Xplorers now welcomes both skiers and snowboarders ages 6–13 across all ability levels. This long-standing multi-week program groups participants by skill and runs weekends and holidays throughout the season.

Community Partnership
Schweitzer continues its support of local youth through the Numerica Read to Ski Program, in partnership with Numerica Credit Union and the Lake Pend Oreille School District. Seventh and eighth grade students who log 10 or more hours of reading before Thanksgiving break will receive a free single-day junior lift ticket during the 25/26 season. 

For more information, and to book, please visit www.schweitzer.com. 

About Schweitzer:
Located 90 miles from Spokane, Wash. in the rugged Selkirk Mountains of Idaho’s panhandle, Schweitzer boasts 2,900 acres of skiable terrain, offering a mix of high angle groomers, gladed tree runs and wide-open bowl skiing and riding. Schweitzer’s size as the largest mountain resort in Idaho isn’t the only standout feature. Perched 2,000 feet above the picturesque town of Sandpoint and Lake Pend Oreille, Schweitzer’s intimate mountain village offers a year-round mix of family-friendly activities, dining, spa, and slopeside lodging. Soak in 360-degree views of neighboring mountain ranges in Montana, Washington, and Canada from the summit top, and enjoy best-in-class skiing at one of the Pacific Northwest’s favorite mountains. Schweitzer is a part of the Alterra Mountain Company family and a member of the Ikon Pass community. To learn more, visit schweitzer.com.
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